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REPORT SHOWS STATUS OF MONTANA’S CHILDREN 
MISSOULA -
Montana ranked 34th in a state-by-state study that reports the well-being of America’s 
children and improved in two out of 10 measures that reflect child well-being, according to the 
2006 KIDS COUNT Data Book, published annually by the Annie E. Casey Foundation.
The two improvements were that the death rate for children ages 1 to 14 dropped by 27 
percent and the number of teens having babies declined by 5 percent from 2000 to 2003.
Other noteworthy facts about Montana’s children include:
■ Montana ranked second-to-last in teen death rate.
From 2000 to 2003, the state increased its rate of teen deaths by 6 percent. This 
increase put Montana at the bottom of the list, ranked 49th out of all 50 states. In 2003, 74 
teens ages 15 to 19 died in the state at a rate of 104 per 100,000. This rate is up from 98 in 
2000.
■ Percentage of idle teens jumps in Montana.
While the national percentage of teens not enrolled in school and not working remained 
the same at 9 percent between 2000 and 2004, Montana experienced a 71-percent increase over
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the same time period. In 2000, 7 percent of teens ages 16 to 19 in Montana fell into this 
category, compared to 12 percent in 2004. This high percentage of idle teens earned Montana a 
ranking of 46th in the nation in 2004.
■ Montana’s child death rate drops.
Between 2000 and 2003, the death rate for children ages 1 to 14 dropped by 27 percent, 
compared to a 5-percent drop nationwide. The child death rate for 2003 was 24 per 100,000 
children in Montana, down from 33 in 2000. The state ranked 30th best nationally in this 
category, compared to 47th three years earlier.
■ Montana above national average for children under age 6 in family-based child
care.
In 2003, 19,000 Montana children under 6 years old were in family-based child care, 
which represents 30 percent of the state’s children in this age group. This percentage is higher 
than the 27 percent of children nationwide in family-based care. Family-based care is a form 
of child care also referred to as “family, friend and neighbor care,” which is offered in a 
home-based setting outside a child’s own home by both regulated and unregulated providers.
The Annie E. Casey Foundation is a private charitable organization dedicated to 
helping build better futures for disadvantaged children in the United States. The primary 
mission of the foundation is to foster public policies, human-service reforms and community 
supports that more effectively meet the needs of today’s vulnerable children and families.
The Montana KIDS COUNT program is funded through the Annie E. Casey 
Foundation, and is a statewide effort to identify the status and well-being of Montana children
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by collecting data about them and publishing an annual data book. The Montana KIDS 
COUNT Data Book is available online at http://www.bber.umt.edu/kidscountmt.
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